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of 1977 and also demanded the Act’s broad 
enforcement. In addition, GLAA forcefully ad-
vocates for LGBTQ youth, seniors and con-
sumers as well as for the rights of transgender 
people. GLAA especially focuses on 
transgender rights regarding equal treatment 
by the police and access to culturally com-
petent healthcare. 

GLAA also builds and nurtures coalitions 
with other constituencies. Specifically, it edu-
cates and rates candidates for D.C. offices. 
GLAA also works with its coalition partners 
and D.C. elected officials to advance its goals 
and to defend the District’s autonomy. More 
recently, GLAA worked with its coalition part-
ners to achieve the enactment of the District 
of Columbia Religious Freedom and Civil Mar-
riage Equality Amendment Act, which permits 
same-sex couples to marry in the District of 
Columbia. 

GLAA will present its 2018 Distinguished 
Service Awards to recipients at a reception on 
April 26, 2018. The awardees include: 

Check It Enterprises, formerly the Check It 
Gang, started as a street gang 10 years ago. 
The gang formed when a group of LGBTQ 
youth banded together as a gang in response 
to bullying and attacks on their LGBTQ identi-
ties. The members’ oppression, traumatization 
and victimization produced anti-social behav-
iors. Check It members received no positive 
reinforcement or encouragement until they met 
a mentor, Ron Moten, five years ago. Ron 
never gave up on them and showed them a 
better way. Under his tutelage, Check It found-
ed a clothing line and opened a business in 
Historic Anacostia. They raised $50,000 in re-
modeling costs for a building, where they 
make and sell clothing. The space also pro-
vides a safe haven for LGBTQ youth and 
young adults, as well as an area for other ac-
tivities and programs. In 2016, filmmakers 
Diana Flor and Toby Oppenheim chronicled 
them in the award-winning documentary, 
Check It. 

D.C. Councilmember Mary M. Cheh, who 
has represented Ward 3 since 2007, chairs 
the Committee on Transportation and the En-
vironment. Councilmember Cheh authored the 
Conversion Therapy for Minors Prohibition 
Amendment Act of 2013 and the Death with 
Dignity Act of 2015. Additionally, her legisla-
tive advocacy includes measures to protect 
the environment, combat homelessness, pun-
ish bias crimes against homeless individuals 
and eliminate the statute of limitations for the 
prosecution of sexual assault. She fights 
alongside community advocates for LGBTQ 
issues, particularly those advocating for home-
less LGBTQ youth. Councilmember Cheh also 
supports legislation to require individuals sub-
ject to temporary protective orders to sur-
render their guns and to prevent domestic vio-
lence through the creation of a Domestic Vio-
lence High-Risk Team, which is based upon a 
successful model in other jurisdictions. 

Mr. Don Blanchon, the executive director of 
Whitman-Walker Health is the third awardee. 
He guides Whitman-Walker in its commitment 
to provide an affirming and safe health care 
environment to gender and sexual minorities 
and other marginalized communities in the 
District. During his 11 years of leadership, 
Whitman-Walker has emphasized treating the 
whole person, integrating the role that advo-
cacy and legal intervention play into that care. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in honoring the recipients of 

GLAA’s 2018 Distinguished Service Award 
and in celebrating GLAA’s 47 years of con-
tributions to the LGBTQ community here in the 
District of Columbia. 
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IN MEMORY OF JOHN T. GLASSON 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the memory of John T. Glasson. Known 
by many as ‘‘Johnny Angel’’ he had an infec-
tious smile. For 47 years John was a volun-
teer firefighter with Levittown Fire Company 
No. 2 where he served for some time as Dep-
uty Chief. An active member of his community, 
John was a third-degree brother with the 
Knights of Columbus and helped to organize 
the South East Pennsylvania National Fallen 
Firefighter Foundation golf outings as well as 
raising funds for Local 22 IAFF Widow’s Fund. 
In total, John helped raise over $180,000 for 
charitable organizations. John will be forever 
remembered by his large family including 
many brothers and sisters but also by the 
handful of individuals whose lives he saved as 
a volunteer firefighter. While John did not like 
to recount those stories, his impact on the 
Lower Bucks community will be felt for gen-
erations to come. Mr. Speaker, John exempli-
fied how active participants can be a force for 
good in their communities. My district is better 
because of men like John Glasson. 
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IN HONOR OF THE VOLUNTEERS 
OF THE HOSPICE AND PALLIA-
TIVE CARE CENTER OF 
ALAMANCE-CASWELL 

HON. MARK WALKER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the passionate and committed vol-
unteers of the Hospice and Palliative Care 
Center of Alamance-Caswell, in Burlington, 
North Carolina. 

It is fitting to recognize these individuals 
during April, National Volunteer Month. Hos-
pice of Alamance-Caswell is the only non-prof-
it hospice care center in the Burlington area. 
This organization depends on the efforts of 
volunteers and could not survive without their 
hard work. 

For decades, volunteers have donated their 
time to patients and family members, selflessly 
giving to those in need. These volunteers 
have demonstrated a commitment to the mis-
sion: to offer the right care, at the right time, 
in the right way. 

In addition to medical treatment, volunteers 
provide assistance and comfort for the families 
of patients. Through each step, administrative 
support, fundraising, patient care and compan-
ionship, these individuals are there in times 
when they are needed most. 

It is a privilege to honor the volunteers of 
the Hospice and Palliative Care Center of 
Alamance-Caswell. Through their hard work, 
compassion, and desire to serve, they dem-
onstrate the charitable spirit we are so fortu-
nate to have in North Carolina. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I was 
not present for the following votes because I 
chose to remain in my congressional district in 
Miami for an important district event. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
Yes on Roll Call Vote No. 130; 
Yes on Roll Call Vote No. 131; and 
No on Roll Call Vote No. 132. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
April 12, 2018 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

APRIL 17 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Admiral Philip S. Davidson, 
USN, for reappointment to the grade of 
admiral and to be Commander, United 
States Pacific Command, and General 
Terrence J. O’Shaughnessy, USAF, for 
reappointment to the grade of general 
and to be Commander, United States 
Northern Command, and Commander, 
North American Aerospace Defense 
Command, both of the Department of 
Defense. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2019 for the National Guard 
and Reserve. 

SD–192 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Thelma Drake, of Virginia, to 
be Federal Transit Administrator, De-
partment of Transportation, Jeffrey 
Nadaner, of Maryland, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce, and Seth 
Daniel Appleton, of Missouri, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

SD–538 
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